
and they require large initial outlays of capi t a l . Once a fa ­

cility such as a street is constructed , the communi t y no r ma ll y 

will have to use it and live with it for many years r ega rdl ess 

of whether it was designed or loca t ed pro per l y. 

Advance planning can hel p in su r e t he pub li c's mo n ey will b e 

s p e n t wisely for the fo l low i ng reasons. 

1 . Communi t y needs can be cons id ere d l og i ca ll y , a nd a lt e r ­

native solutions can be explored. 

2. The loca t ion, size, and level of se r vice each fac ilit y 

should pro v ide can be considered carefully. 

3 . The ~riorit y of co mmunity faci l ity needs can be set 

acco rding to urgency, relative benefit derived from 

each facility, a nd with the community's fina n cia l ca p a ­

city in mind. 

4. Advance know l edge of land needs for commu n i t y facil i­

ties may make land acquisi t ion p ossib l e at chea p e r 

prices. 

5. Advance pl a nnin g prevents expensive crash p rograms to 

meet emergency situations. 

Who do community fa c i l ities serve? 

Most comm unity services a re desi g ned primarily to serve the 

r es idents of the town. There a re some exceptions. Both resi ­

dents an d non-residents us e Southern Pines' streets, sidewalks, 

an d o ther f ac ilities, but f or the most part these facilities 

were built a nd p a id f or by residents. Some facilities such as 

hospit a ls, the sheriff's d e p ar tment, an d the air~ort were de ­

signed t o serve a l arge r region th a n just Southern Pines and its 

pl a nning area . 

How many p eo ple should Southern Pines plan for in th e future ? 

A water treatment pl ant of a cer t a in capacity, or a certain 

number of policemen can normally be said to be ade qu a te for a 

town of a specific size. Thus, if a community's population is 

6,000, it is ~ossible to make estimates of the number o f p eo ple 

and facilities needed to provide adequate service le ve ls for 
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